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FAIRFIELD MEN ACQUITTED

Alter deliberiting only a few minun-
vy, Lhe jury Wednesday afternoon re-
surned o verdiet of “not gullty” In the
vawe of LErnest Isenhower, Jim Rawls
and Jesse Morrison charged with -tho
killing of Sheriff Adam Dubard Hood
of Pairfield.  Judge Mauldin conclud-
vd his charge ut 12.48 and the case was
given to the jury Immediately there-
after. The verdict was reached on the
first ballot within ten minutes after
the jury retired. The verdiel wns not
ot tu the court, however, until
i fler the dinner recess. “T'here wus no
demonstrntion of uny kind  followlng
the rewding of the verdicl. The three
cuefendants asked permisslon to thank
the Jury. The request was granted
und they warmly wrung the hands of
vitch Juror. Tormer Governor Blease,
ol counsel for the defense, dld Hkewlse
Isenhower, Morrlson and Ruwls re-
turned to thelr respective homes Wed-
nesiday ufternoon as  did all  persons
cunnecled with the case. Judge Maul-
din went Lo Pickens to spend Thanks-
ulving at his home there,

The Trial,

IZvidence ruther damaging to the de-
ndants wias given Tuesday morning
A. Secott, Jr, & rural policeman
irficld county who took purt In
the battle on the steps of the court-
huuse,  Scolt siid that he accompanled
the sheriff’s pusse to the penltentiary
ul Columbia, after Jule Smith. He
sudd that when the automoblle carry-
ing the pusse stopped In the joll yard
und the deputles surrounded the pris-
vaver with the view of taking him into
the cuurthouse, he saw Clyde and Er-
nest Isenhower und Jesse Morrison
ncurby. Clyde Isenhower hud hls coat
on his armr and his other hand under
his coat. Pollcemun Scott sald that
Clyde Isenhower tried to get In front
lic pushed him to the left of the steps
and then lsenhower begun to shoot.
Seott said that after Clyde Isenhower
Lekun shuoting he drew his own plstol
and shot six  times. " Jesse Morrlson,
he sald, way between him and Clyde
Isenhower and Morrison was alao |
shoutlng.  Morrison started to run and
run aguinst the witness, while Ernest
Isenhower wus shootlng from behind
A column. The witness said that he
and J. W. Richardson threw their
blstols on Igrnest and Richardson com-
miunded Ernest to drop his Kun, say-
ing he would kill him If he didn't. Mr.
Seolt sald that he heard Jesse Morri-
son tell Clyde Isenhower previous to
thy shooting, "now Is the time,” and
thyt Clyde lIsenhower then fred.

A, E McDonnld and E. A. Finley

.| shoot & white man for a nigger?”

R SN e
the tragedy. He could not say how
muny shots were fired during the fus-
Hlade nor how many shots were fired
before Sherifft Hood fired. He was
positive that Clyde Isenhower fired the
first shot. Mr. Stevenson sald he did
not fire durlng the fusillade. Deputy
Stevenson was shot in the hand.

Killed by 32-Calibre Bullets.
That Sheriff Hood and the negro
Jule Smith were kllled by 82-calibre
pistol bullets wus the evidence devel-
oped by the testimony of Dr. J. C.

e i

Buchanan and Dr. J. E. Douglns. Dr.
Buchunan exumined the body of the
shertr and Dr. Douglass that of the
negro,  Dr. Buchunan gold there were
five wounds on Sheriff Hood’s person
and that he was shot thres times. A
wound in his abdomen by a 32-calibre
bullet caused hls death. He suld that
after the shooting he saw a man whom
he later learned wos Jesse Morrlson,
.shol In the head. Morrison came to
him for attentlon. Dr. J. E. Douglass
suld he performed an autopsy on the
body of Jule Smith und that the bul-
lel which killed the negro was fired
from a 32-calibre plstol, thq ball rang-
ing upward,

J. W. Richardson was standing on o
little platform leading into the court-
house when the difficulty occurred.
;He was struck by two bullets while
two others went through his clothes.
He suw Clyde Isenhower, Josse Morrl-
.sun und Sherift Hood shooting and he
sow  Irnest Isenhower and Deputy
Sheriff Ralelgh Boulware with guns.
The witnesa sald he was within a few
feet of Clyde Isenhower when the
difficulty began. None of the special
deputles or other officers he sald, tried
to arrest Clyde Isenhower and prevent
the trugedy. Rlchardson threw his
plstol on Ernest Isenhower and com-
munded Isenhower to drop hls weapon.
Jim Rawls asked hlm, “Would you

5. H. McMaster was some dlstance
away when the shooting occurred.
After It was over he walked 'Into the
sherif’s office where he saw Clyde
Isenhower badly wounded. He saw a
38-calibre Smith & Weason pearl
handle pistol lying near Clyde and he
picked it up. About that tijme a man
came in and sald “Glve mqjthat gun.
It Lelongs to Clyde.” McMaster
handed over the pistol. learned
luter that the man he gave ﬁ gun to
was Ernest Isenhower. 707

The Btate Rests, ¥

With the conclusion of My, McMas-
ter's testimony, the state rested Its
cuse. The testimony of W. C. Cath-
cart, formerly chief of police of Co-

Sheriff Hood up to the time of the dif-
(ficulty und sald that he and his broth-
ers hud nlways supported the sheriff in
his politicul races. At the time of the
tragedy he sald his brother W. I.
Isenhower was serving as u rural po-
lleceman in  Falrfleld county under
Sheriy Hood. He suid he was standing
un the street at the time of the dim-
culty and he saw Sheriff Hood go up
the courthouse steps with the prisoner
and Policeman Haypes. There was w
crowd of men between him and the
courthouse, he sald, and he did not see.
the shooting; only heard it

Rev. Isenhower told of finding his
brothey Clyde In the sherlit’s office
ufter the shooting, He suld there wore
thirteen bullet wounds in his body.
He suid his brother told him, “I can't
live. I'm shot all to pleces. I want
you tu take care of my baby, collect
my life Insurance and look aftey my
family ns best you can.”

He sald he talked to his brother of
his spiritual conditlon and his brother
sald:  “I am praying. God told me to
kill the negro. I wquld not have shot
Sherlff Hood If he had not shot me in
the arm. I didn't want to shoot.”

The witness snld he was expacting
no trouble that morning and that 'if
he had been, he would have gottan hls
brother away from there or would have
been standing beside him. Op gross
exumination he admitted that jt. was
probable that he talked with Erngst
and Clyde and Jesse Morrison previqus
to the tragedy but denled that he dia-
cussed the trial of the negra{ yuplst
with them. . . ¥

. J. Rabb of Rock Hill, sald]
was in Fairfield county on the
of June 14, 1916 when the culty
occurred. He was In the counlpy seven
mllea from Winnsbore when hg heard
of the trouble and he came {o town
immediately. He told of finding Clyde
Isenhower lying baclk of the ' court-
house at the law rapge, He sajd that
he ‘spoke feelingly to Clyde of his
condltion and Clyde sald to him: *I
didn’t want to ahoot Bherlff Hood, but
I did'want to klll the negro. 1 did not
shoot Sherlff Hood until he shot me In
the arm. God told me to kill the
negrp. God has forglven me for what
I huve done and I am sntisfied.”
James Alken, & barber of Winnsboro,
testified that Jesse Morrison was In
his shop about fifteen minutes before
the trouble occurred. He suld he cut
Moirison's hair. He saw no weapon
on Morrison. After the shooting affulr
he wsald Morrison came back Inta hla
shop and asked him to shave the halr
away: from o wound on hls left tem-
ple. He did not see any weapon on
Morrigon then, he suld.

BAL. Lathan sald that the dlfficulty

at he
rning

s o e b
BYewart “laenhower of

po. Mr. Stewo't sald he car-
‘platol to Winn:boro, but Jesse
on dld huve two Euns under the
Upon thei' arrival at the
hobg Tsenhow!r the wilnoss
aafd that Morrlson renoved tho weas-

he bugg d carrled them
fpy from the ul’bﬁ'ﬂu'mlu thut next

the house.

#nlns before going 1P town, Mor-

Bgn replaced the weap’ns In the bug-

b "Mr, Stewart wa! vutside the
coufthouse yard wher, the shooting
pagan. He saw a hand relsed oy the
Ahaglt's posse and deputies sturted up
theMstairs; he heurd a 3hol fred und
thon he suw the sherlT shoot down-
ard. HHB denled huv('g& uny knowl-
adgftof & previous agreemnent to kil
the negro raplst,
g qliceman Stewart Isenhower  of
Winnsboro corroborated thu lestimuony
of Btewnrt thul he und Morrison spent

the ‘night ut Isenhowes's house. 1o
#aldsthat he saw Jesse Murrison lake
twq-plstols out of hiy bukEy and carry
them Into hils house an' he suw hlin
e e the weapons In D% buggy be-
tope going up town the morning of the
tragedy. Foliceman leenhower sald
that after the shooting he looked In
Maypleon's buggy and the pistols were -
stil there. The witness sald he wuy

aslegp ot home at the tme of the
shooting. He lestified that he had no
reyson to belleve that uny shooting
wo toke place on v fatadl morn-
ing."¥He admitted havin¥ lu_lu.-d nbout
the case of the negry, Jile Smith, with
Morrlgon, the nlght befre the shoot-

wgaayor C. A. Robinson ©f Winnsboro,
denfed having advisel Pollcemnan
Fluwt lsenhower not 10 attend the
rinl®of Jule Smith. He suld  that
nfter the shooting Jessc Morrlson ap-
nro ad hlm ang aske¢ to be allowed
to 1dive Winnsboro and kv home. He .
testified that later In the afternoun
Morglson wons arrested und later re-
moved to the stute perllentlary with
Ernest Isenhower and Jim Rawls,
Asked by Former Govenor Blenae o!‘
the d®fense If he though: It was neces-
sary to remove the defendants to the *
penitentlary for safe k2vplng, Muyor'!
Robinson replled In the negative. *

A. W. Brice snld he suw o purt of
the difficulty. He sald he did not see|
Rawlg or Morrison sheotling but hel.
did see Ernest Isenhower shoot.

Neely Bankhend, J. C. Cnldwell and |
Abe ,(ibeon testifled as to the good
churacter of Jesse Morrlson.
¥. A. Nell testified that Jnmes Rawly
drove to Winnsboro, with him on thoe
morning of the tragedy. 1lc was at
Multhews's slore whert Ruwls cume
after the shooting and left a plstol
Rawls, he suld, llves within 300 yards,

'eelulg the shooting by men

lumbia, who testified at the trial of |

began when Clyde Isenhower
i . i Al P RN Y P
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of him. Mr, Noil further testifled that |

10! three times

Rawls had fired his pis Liaforu i IHE

while huntlng ten dayd

shopting. g
K ;}{ Nell, corroborated l’;"!‘ ‘Et?!llit
mqpy of his father to the effect

|3 plstol about
s ut?:reﬂridheh,;homlng while |
Ing along the creek I.umluq.k 1;::: i
he suw Howls fee lis wl.lm'lJ .
cand he heard him shuut vnee.
Defendants on Stn;\dt.h “

t o e threc

James Rawls the first ¢ i
defapdunts to tuke the tand lﬁsts;lel:
bRt he was 43 years of use o sl
he was not reluted to e lsenhow
or to Morrlson. ;

He testitied that he, M:,c.ndtﬁ._.y:;;‘;
baptlsm of his baby on :ﬂﬂ:.l‘ly uerore
the fragedy and on the .'“'"” ]lJ'llsm it
ocourrence went tu \ I-n;I‘::'-x‘;;I( .le
company with his neight'v¥ Frank Nell,
arriying there ubout y.3u v'clock.

—EE

wus’ not particularly llllf'"ﬁ‘f“i,u t“;v:][':
trlgl of Jule Smith, he :"_”“'1 unurpuw
to Winnsbure mainly ¢! ! “ul freiny
of making some purchu3es &
into the store where J. V'~

erul days previgusly, HoJ ::rllnhah:::
that he was through with ll lﬁ h‘lvi pHu
and suggesting he tnke 1F W il L A l' S
sajd he placed the weup©?n Int|:1= oul
pocket with the barrel polnting up
ar

ng. sald he was standing ‘nbllhe-
courthouse yurd when nutonéo .l:g
bearing the sheriff's pedse unA l.h‘;

inegro, Jule Smith, druv® u!-.d 5 i
sheriff and his deputies :m.n‘le up e
stalpway leading into e court roo

Jenhower pull
he said he saw Clyde [J€N

then he saw
his pistol and fire ::;:,d eaton nd

he Hood draw b
:?h mnr. Isenhower. He d“‘:“”“dd ”_"‘l:
ufter this he turned hiy buck Lo rull
into’ Richardson who hud i QI
polnted at Ernedt [senhower

! N
l")ilggnqaued Richardson, Y:;’:_:I!m‘;. y;l:
or ¢ N ?
shogt & white mun f v

en shooting, saying
\dvnm:gp was lrf his pocket nu”a"gd“f”‘
Iwhojg battle.. He sald ke remuinec 'n
{the fpnrthouse yard f(OT BOmMC 1;’!}
‘afteg the difficulty and luter lEﬂl his
!plstgl  In Palmer Mut thers's aHur(:I.
Rawlg sald he hud know? Sharlr& 1yod
sincg he had been In ofMce unl 1Bory
him "pa 1l will. Crog¥ examin
dld, pgt affect his story.

Morrison Testifies.
tantified thut he wans |

Tanua Maoarvisom




-t Deputy Sheriff Boulware shot at him.

. 13ald he had bought his pistol, a
“|vilibre Smith & Wesson,
4 long time previous to the difficulty,

Cdman w,

street next morning™ he "sald THe Fe<
Jdaced his two péstols under his buggy
Upon going up street he talked

seat.
0 W. 'L, Haynes and Clyde Isenhower.

adr cut 4t a barbershop.
‘¢ walked toward the courthouse. He
uw  Sheriif Hood's posse come from
“olumbia. He rfollowed the crowd into
he courthouse yurd behind the sherift's
warty, He said he was only a few steps
rom the courthouse
us brother-in-law Clyde
annisters.

‘usillade followed. He ran toward Clyde
senhower and as  he did so a shot
srazed his temple, After he was shot
e went into the street in search of
urgical  aid, He had no gun and
Lierefore could not have taken part in
he shooting had he been so inclined.
1e said he did not anticipate any
rouble when he came to Winnsboro,
m the previous night. He denied
laving knowledge that Clyde Isen-
wwer intended to shoot Jule Smith,
On cross examination he said he did
10t Know what his real purpose was
n carrying two pistols to Winnsboro.
de said he lived in a thinly settled
iection and he thought any man when
raveling through thut section at-night
wght to carry a pistol, Asked fo ex-
lain how it was that Deputies Stev-
‘nson, Richardson, ang Beckham were
hot if no one did any shooting except
Jlyde Isenhower, KErnest Isenhower
«d Sheritf Hood, he gave it as his
‘pindon that the deputies were shot by

ach other,
Defense Closes,

Ernest Isenhower, the last of the de-
endants to take the stand said he was
ducated in Chester, and was often in
iolicitor Henry's home, while a student
n_ Chester. et

He said he was teaching school in
he Kingsburg section of Florence
ounty at the time of the occurrence
f the eriminal assault for which Jule
smith was to be tried. He said he
ame home to attend the trial and had
iscussed the case with his brother,
Jlyde Isenhower. He said he went to

Winnsboro the morning of the trial

and put his pistol in his pocket bhefore

starting. He did not anticipate any

Lrouble.  Upon his arrival in Winns-

baro, he said he went to the hotel to
consult with Solicitor Henry and to
ask him not to require Mrs. Clyde Isen-
hower to attend the trial of the negro
because she was physically unable. Ag
he left the hotel he saw the sheriff's
party file Into the court yard, He saw
his brother Clyde Isenhower shoot

Jule Smith and he saw Sheriff Hood
,shoot his brother. Then he saw his
{brother shoot the sheriff. He walked
toward his brother and as he did so

He then drew his own pistol and fired
at Boulware. He sald he fired only one

“ifteen minutes afterward he had his
After that

gate when he saw |
Isenhower |
shoot at the negro from between the |
He suid Sheriff Hood re- |
urned Isenhower's fire and a generall

shot.

Isenhower said that after the shoot-
ing he went into the sheriff’s office
where his brother Clyde lay. There
‘the saw S, R, McMaster with a pistol,
(He sald he told MeMaster, “if that ig
my brother Clyde's pistol, give it to
‘sme!  MceMaster handed over the wea- |
‘pon whereupon he discovered that it
wuas not his brother's pistol and he
left it on the sheriff’s desk in the court-
‘house. He said he did not Bo to Winns-
‘bore on the morning of the tragedy
‘with the intention of hurting any-
body. Relations between Sheriff Hood
-and himself had always been cordial,
he said, and he had always been a
political supporter of the sheriff's.

On cross examination Isenhower
-said that no special reason or motive
prompted him in placing his gun in his
Docket on the morning he started to
Winnsboro. He said he was not ac-
'customed to carrying a pistol. He
38-
in Florence,

He had it

for the protection of his
home.

He denied having told Police-

L. Haynes before the shoot-
ling that “if there was any trouble
'Sherift Hood was the first = he
Would plug.” He denied ever having
Yttered an  ocath in his life. W. L.
H;xynes placed on the stand in rebuttal,
dig not contradict Isenhower's testi-
Wiony.

Offered to the Jury.

Following the testimony of Isenhow-
€r, Former Governor Blease of the de-
feénse's counsel offered 1o submit the
Ciase 10 the jury without argument,
but the prosecution would not agree.
In order to submit the case to the Jury
“45 early as possible the defendants's
Chunsel offered to argue the case

uesday night, but the prosecution
Would not agree to that either.

Arguments in the case were begun
at § o'cloek Wednesday morning when
CGurt convened, one-half hour earlier
than usual, Each side was allowed one
hour und a half for the argument. T.
F. McDow, Esq., opened for the state
followed by Former Governor Blease,
J. W, Hannahan, Esq, and John R,
Hart, Esq., of the defense, while Soll-
¢ltor Henry closed for the state,

T. F. McDow, Esq.
This case {8 the most important

rial in the criminal history of the
Alara A@ Qamth Fine-ie Taer Em
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t;" and
1916. || neither o the
2. |
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1of the law. If officers are not to be
| protected and the law upheld then} the
| You may as well abolish courts, he |for thirty minutes. After the case hady
| said. P . { been given to the jury a discugsion con-[s
When you, gentlemen of the ' jury,} | cerning the charge against ‘the .three,
write your verdict, sald Mr. McDow, |defendants of 'killing Jules Smith wagi
you will be pointed to as the parti ular |entered upon. “So far as trying three "
jury that decided what protectio an) | white men for killing a neuro I:'ap:l:s[L
officer .of the law in South Cardlina |it would be nothing but a farce,” sald
has; whether the officers are to bgup-' | Former Governor Blease. “"However|
held or not. You are to settle the ques-4{ I like to come to York county and the
tion of whether we are to have a gov-"|defendants will come back here in the
ernment by law or whether we are to |spring for trial if Solicitor Henry will|
revert back to the time when evar_v# not nol prossithe case.” The solicitor, |
man righted his own wrongs. I ask!|stated hig intention to try the re- |
yau to be rise men, be thoughtfull | maining case and the matter was dis-)
men, be conscientious men. ! missed with the understanding that it) .
Former Governor Blease. 1 {would come up at the April, 1917, term. !
“No man is more willlng to defend —_— ¥
a sheriff than I am,” said Former Gov-)
ernor Blease in his opening argument|
for the defense. ' Out of forty-five,
sheriffs in South Carolina, thirty-sev-

you to find the truth. ' = =
Judge Mauldin's charged Jury;

RS

en are my personal and political : 5 3 4 SRS
friends. Your sheriff is a good man 7 ; : t b Wgabom
and your sheriff-elect is also a gooq ; Mextract

man. Yet they can make mistakes.
My brother is a sheriff and he coul
make a mistake. Yet, I am satisfied §
he would never pull his gun and shoo
a man who killed a negro rapist)
Sheriff Hood made a great mistake.”.
The greatest mistake that was made
in connection. with . this tragedy, - he!
said, was that Jule Smith, the negro
rapist was not lynched as soon as he
was caught., If that had been done
Sheriff Hood, Deputy Boulware and|
Clyde Isenhower would be living and
the three defendants would not be
charged with the sheriff's murder.
The trouble, he argued, was thaq

Q) ineers
igéu qﬁ’m:d‘el
gy on“his awn
;;-thé:

| Sheriff Hood lost: his head on thal
‘tragic June 14, at Winnshoro. Clyd
1Isenhower had already driven his bul-|.
{let into the negro .and Sheriff Hoaod}-
(could not possibly have protected
dead negro. Twenty deputies were
there, he said, and yet none of them
attempted to disarm and arrest Clyde
Isenhower. “Why gentlemen,” said
Mr, Blease, “I wouldn't shoot the editor
lol the Columbia State if he was ﬂxlng}
!to shoot a negro rapist, and God knows|
‘there is no man whom 1 hate worse.
Twenty-seven white women have been
ravished by negro brutes in South
Carolina since Jule Smith committed
this crime. The only way to stop thisi
'thing is to put every negro rapist six
feet under the ground as quickly as
{possible, court or no court.” 1
. He charged that certain newspapers
in South Carolina were responsible for |
'the Fairfield tragedy because they have
for years been harping on the matter |
,of officers protecting negroes charged
with criminal assault. “Clyde Iaen-,
‘hower killed Sheriff Hood. When Dr.
|Douglass and Dr. Buchanan swore he
iwas Killed by a 32-calibre bullet, Il
knew the case was ended,”
J. W. Hannahan, Esq. '
J. W, Hannahan, Esq., council for,
James Rawls, told the jury that there [
must be malice in a man's heart be-| |3
fore there could be murder and his ar-|
jgument was that there was no proof
|to show that Rawls or any of the three|
defendants bore the sheriff any malice.
He discredited the state's attempt to|
show a conspiracy, saying that Rawls/
was not relateq to the Isenhowers or |
Morrison and had no direct mteresli‘
in the case, and furthermore that if
there had been a conspiracy every man
by the name of Morrison or Isenhower
would have been In Winnsboro, on the
day of the shooting, while the testi-
mony showed that only three of the
Isenhowers and only Jesse Morrison
was there. '
. John R. Hart, Esq. t
John R. Hart, Esq., argued that it
had been proved beyond a doubt that,
the dead Clyde Isenhower was the
slayer of Jule Smith and Adam Hood. |
The constitution he argued, gives o ! . ‘
man a right to ecarry arms although' [ I ?
the statute very clearly specifies the, 2 A ¥ § i " .‘\.J g |
weight and size of those arms. The| [{PRBRTS 1 i drain' npd Eplic
fact that the defendants may have! a5 ’ ) EBlaing ’p‘y e 1
carried arms on the day of the trngady,} ‘ I F X
he argued, did not prove there wa ) 5 ;page!
any conspiracy to murder the sheriff,| SOHE T sted |
He cited the Biblical story of lhe' K ! L
lynching of Shechem by the sons of %
Jacob for the ravishment of Dinah,
their sister, as found in Genesis 34, ¢FUf
Men were lynched for rape thous:mdnl
of years ago even as they are today,
he said.
Solicitor Henry. ) E
Solicitor Henry who concluded the' }i§
arguyment for the state said the present:
was one of the most trying cages In
which he had ever been engaged, "Er-| &
nest Isenhower, he said, had often:
been in his home as a boy and he could
say nothing against him. He pald tri-
bute to the late Sheriff Hood whom he,
sald was his friend and a brave and
courageous officer. Leaving all per'-|'
sonal feeling out of the case, said So-!

stionp. hiE
Mr, Crawford said that many of the
¢ d ns are compldjning of dull
Far ‘“%3? things hwé! been lively'
 BEtOrshg. o L. ] : -
_“I'recommend the employment of a

' & nee
% Al eﬁgid :

‘his ashes!:

ueh' p

{leitor Henry, I want to get at the
truth, Council for the defense has ap-|
pealed to you along a line that comes’
out of an uncivilized condition of af-
fairs, to the effect that a man has a|
right to avenge his own wrongs. But,
it is your duty to guard the future by
‘the rules of law. i

-~ Bay, Winpsbore-is .
cently £

‘has en

¢ h

tacredit 't
bywhich! ith

ompany |i

i
ut ag'an evi-

ap ‘rafsing m .
‘kipeer farone: En "X"' &l

anembebs af thes g el



e went into the street in search of
aurgieal aid.  He had no gun and
hieretores could not have taken part in
hi shooting_had he been so inclined.
fe said  he did not anticipate any
rouble when he came to Winnsboro,
m the previous night. He denied
aving knowledge that Clyde Isen-
wwer intended to shoot Jule Smith,

On cross examination he said he did
wt know what his real purpose was
n carrying two pistols to Winnsboro.
ie said he lived in a thinly settled
wection and he thought any man when
raveling through that section at-might
mght to carry a pistol. Asked ét’)l ex-
dain how it was that Deputies Stev-
nson, Richardson, and Beckham were
hot if no one did any shooting except
‘Ivde TIsenhower, Ernest Isenhower
nd Sheriff Hood, he gave it as his
pinion that the deputies were shot by
ach other,

Defense Closes.

Ernest Isenhower, the last of the de-
=ndants to take the stand said he was
ducated in Chester, and was often In
‘olicitor Henry's home, while a-student

L s

n Chester. i
He said he was teaching school in
he Kingsburg section of Florence

ounty at the time of the occurrence
f the criminal assault for which Jule
‘mith was to be tried. He said he
ime home to attend the trial and had
iscussed the case with his brother,
‘lvde Isenhower. He said he went to
‘innsboro the morning of the trial
2nd put his pistol in his pocket before
starting. He did not anticipate any
‘rouble. Upon his arrival in Winns-
oro, he said he went to the hotel to
consult with Solicitor Henry and to
#sk him not to require Mrs. Clyde Isen-
lower to attend the trial of the negro
Uecause she was physically unable. As
e left the hotel he saw the sheriff's
party file into the court yard, He saw
his brother Clvde Isenhower shoot
JTule Smith and he saw Sheriff Hood
shoot his brother. Then he saw his
brother shoot the gheriff. He walked
toward his brother and as he did so
Deputy Sheriff Boulware shot at him.
He then drew his own pistol and fired
;-.}t Boulware. He sald he fired only one
=hot.

Isenhower said that after the shoot-
ing he went into the sheriff’s office
where his brother Clyde lay. There

he saw S. R. McMaster with a pistol, |

He said he told McMaster, “if that is
my brother Clyde's pistol, give It to
me.” McMaster handed over the wea-
pon whereupon he discovered that it

wias mot his brother's pistol and he |,
l«ft it on the sheriff's desk in the court- |

house. He said he did not go to Winns-
hore on the morning of the tragedy
with the intention of hurting any-
body. Relations between Sheriff Hood
and himself had always been cordlal,
hie sald, and he had always been a
political supporter of the sheriff's.

On cross  examination Isenhower
said that no speciﬁ reason or motive
prompted him in pficing his gun in his
rocket on the morning he started to
“Winnsboro. He said he was not ac-
“ustomed to carrying a pistol. He
said he had bought his pistol, a 38-
valibre Smith & Wesson, in Florence,
4 long time previous to the difficulty.
He had it for the protection of his
‘ome.  He denied having told Police-
man W. L. Haynes before the shoot-
‘ng that 'if there was any trouble
Sherlff Hood was the first ————he
“ould plug.” He denied ever having
ttered an  oath in his life. W. L.
Iuvnes placed on the stand in rebuttal,
‘Id not contradict Isenhower's testi-
Wony.

Offered to the Jury.
Following the testimony of Isenhow-
‘. Former Governor Blease of the de-
[“nse's counsel offered to submit the
se to the jury without argument,
"t the prosecution would not agree.
‘T order to submit the case to the jury
‘5 early as possible the defendants's
unsel offered to argue the case
tesday  night, but the prosecution
“ould not agree to that either,

Arguments in the case were begun
‘T 4% o'clock Wednesday morning when
irt convened, one-half hour earlier
in usual. Each side was allowed one
“our and a half for the argument, T.
. McDow, Esq., opened for the state
followed by Former Governor Blease,
- W. Hannahan, KEeq, and John R,
Huart, FEsq. of the defense, while Soll-
‘tor Henry closed for the state.

T. F. McDow, Esq.

This case Is the most important
1l in the criminal history of the
te of South Carolina, said Mr. Mc-
w. It is not a question of whether
not a bestial brute was Killed by
‘de Isenhower. So far as Jule Smith
concerned, there is not any right
Tinued qpdll M LIE WOria. wno  aoes
not  despise him. While it was a
{technieal murder for Clyde Isenhower
to kill Jule Smith, 1T could not have
riised my hand or voice against him
hat. The issue of profound im-
ance to the future welfare of
Jina is whether or not a sheriff
n to do his solemn duty, is to be
cted to violate his solemn oath
turn  over his prisoner
i hered and slain or whether he is t
| protect his prisoner and th

er T o ot SN
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stated his intention to try the

man righted 'i1is own wrongs. I ask

you to be —ise men, be thuught{ul; maining case and the matter was ig-} ig
men, be conscientious men. % ’ missed with the understanding that it}
Former Governor Blease. would come up at the April, 1917, term. '

“No man is more willing to defend|
a sheriff than [ am,” said Former Gov-
ernor Blease in his opening argumen
for the defense. Out of forty-five
sheriffs in South Carolina, thirty-sev-
en are my personal and politic
friends. Your sheriff is a good m
and your sheriff-elect is also a go
man. Yet they can make mistakes,
My brother is a sheriff and he couls
make a mistake. Yet, I am satisfied
he would never pul] his gun and shoot;
a man who killed a negro raplst,
Sheriff Hood made a great mistake.”.

The greatest mistake that was mad
in connection with 'this tragedy, -he
said, was that Jule Smith, the negrdl
raplst was not lynched as soon as hej
wus caught. If that had been done)
Sheriff Hood, Deputy Boulware and|
Clyde Isenhower would be living and} |
the three defendants would not be]
charged with the sheriff's murder.

" The trouble, he ,argued, was tha
, Sheriff Hood lost: his head on that
‘tragic June 14, at Winnsboro. Clyd
Isenhower had already driven his bul-
(let into the negro.and Sheriff Hood
jcould not possibly have protected
idead negro. Twenty deputies were id
there, he said, and yet none of them
attempted to disarm and arrest Clyde
{Isenhower. “Why gentlemen,” said
‘Mr. Blease, “I wouldn't shoot the editor
lof the Columbin State if he was fixing
'to shoot a negro raplst, and God knows;
jthere is no man whom I hate worse.
|Twenty-seven white women have been
\ravished by negro brutes in South|
Carolina since Jule Smith committed
this erime. The only way to stop thlsl
thing is to put every negro rapist six
feet under the ground as quickly as

‘possible, court or no court.,” ]

He charged that certain newspapers

,in South Carolina were responsible for |

the Fairfield tragedy because they have |

{for years been harping on the matter

jof officers protecting negroes charged

;with ecriminal assault. “Clyde Isen-

"hower killed Sheriff Hood. When Dr.
| Douglass and Dr. Buchanan swore he
‘was Killed by a 32-calibre bullet, II
. knew the case was ended.” {

J. W. Hannahan, Esq. 1

J. W. Hannahan, BEsq., council for|
James Rawls, told the jury that there!|!
must be malice in a man's heart be=:
' fore there could be murder and his ar-|
'gument was that there was no proof
to show that Rawls or any of the three
defendants bore the sheriff any malice.
He discredited the state's attempt to'
show a conspiracy, saying that Rawls! |,
was not related to the Isenhowers or |,
Morrison and had no direct im;arem.|I
in the case, and furthermore that If
there had been a consplracy every man,
by the name of Morrison or Isenhuweri
would have been In Winnsboro, on the!
day of the shooting, while the testi-:
mony showed that only three of the
Isenhowers and only Jesse Morrison
was there.

. John R. Hart, Esq.

John R. Hart, Esq., argued that it)
had been proved beyond a doubt tha
the dead Clyde Isenhower was th
| slayer of Jule Smith and Adam Hood.
The constitution he argued, gives a
man a right to carry arms although' B
the statute wvery clearly specifies the| i
welght and size of those arms. The ['¥
fact that the defendants may have!|:
carried arms on the day of the tragedy
he argued, did not prove there wa
any conspiracy to murder the sheriff,!
He cited the Biblical story of the
lynching of Shechem by the sons otl
Jacob for the ravishment of Dinah
their sister, as found in Genesis 34.
Men were lynched for rape thousands
of years ago even as they are today,
he said. |

Solicitor Henry. :

Solicitor Henry who concluded the,
argument for the state said the present|
was one of the most trying cages in
which he had ever been engaged. Er=/
nest Isenhower, he said, had often:
been in his home as a boy and he could'
say nothing against him. He paid tri-
bute to the late Sheriff Hood whom he U
sald was his friend and a brave and MR
courageous officer, Leaving all per-' 2
sonal feeling out of the case, said So-
licitor Henry, I want to get at the
truth. Council for the defense has ap-|
pealed to you along a line that comes: |’
out of an uncivilized condition of af-
fairs, to the effect that a man has aj
right to avenge his own wrongs. But,
it is your duty to guard the future by
‘the rules of law.

The shooting of Sheriff Hood, con-
'tinued Solicitor Henry, shows how far;
{we have gone toward uncivilized bar-
| barism. If we cannot protect ourselves’

by the processes of our own law, then
We lave jnuaeed  uuaen 10w, uur- very | '~ X
civilization is at stake and the ques-
tion is whether or not this shall be the'
turning point. If officers of the lnwi.
are not protected and no regard is held' ¥
for them we will soon be cutting each |
other's throats. “All I ask you gentle-
fmen of the jury,” said the solicitor, “is!
to see the truth, hear the truth and do;
the truth without fear or favor. The
evidence is before yoy. I have neve
n
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